Amend Article Ill, Section 2 - Admissions

I move that the Chapter authorizes the regent to be an endorsing chapter to
the proposal to amend the National Bylaws, Article Ill, Membership, Section 2, Admission.

BYLAW WOULD READ:

Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either
through a chapter or as a Member-at-Large.

a) The applicant shall submit all required documents in good faith, prepared in
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted
extension by the chapter. The applicant attests that her submitted birth certificate is
a true record of her biological, female sex and biological parentage. Signatures of
endorsement on applications are optional.






The State of Chapter endorses the
following amendment proposed by The State of Texas, Martha Laird Chapter to the National
Bylaws Committee for consideration at the 135" Continental Congress in 2026 for proposed
bylaw changes.

Amendment #1
Amend Article Ill — Membership, SECTION 2. Admission, Section A by adding “in good faith” after

the word “documents,” and “The applicant attests that her submitted birth certificate is a true
record of her biological, female sex and biological parentage.” after the word “chapter”

CURRENT:
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either through a
chapter or as a Member-at-Large.

a) The applicant shall submit all required documents, prepared in accordance with
instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and accompanied by the
prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted extension by the chapter.
Signatures of endorsement on applications are optional.

PROPOSED:
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either through a
chapter or as a Member-at-Large.

a) The applicant shall submit all required documents in good faith, prepared in
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted
extension by the chapter. The applicant attests that her submitted birth certificate is a
true record of her biological, female sex and biological parentage. Signatures of
endorsement on applications are optional.

BYLAW WOULD READ:
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either through a
chapter or as a Member-at-Large.

a) The applicant shall submit all required documents in good faith, prepared in
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted
extension by the chapter. The applicant attests that her submitted birth certificate is a
true record of her biological, female sex and biological parentage. Signatures of
endorsement on applications are optional.



RATIONALE:
To honor the National Society founders'’ original intent of founding a genealogical society for women only."

To honor the Mission Statement of the NSDAR to promote historic preservation.?

To honor God as indicated in the NSDAR Motto.?

To maintain American Heritage to promote preservation of American cultural traditions.*
To adhere to genealogical standards regarding primary source documents.®

The NDSDAR Genealogy Guidelines require an applicant that has been adopted to submit her original birth
certificate or otherwise provide evidence of her relationship to either biological parent to prove lineal
descent of a patriot. There is an additional burden placed on an applicant that has been adopted to prove
her biology that is not currently placed on other applicants. Requiring an original birth certificate for all
applicants is fair and equitable.®

The Board for Certification of Genealogists Code of Ethics states the following:
To protect the public

e | will not publish or publicize as a fact anything | know to be false, doubtful or unproved; nor will | be
a party, directly or indirectly, to such action by others.
e | will identify my sources for all information and cite only those | have personally used.”

If the DAR changes its bylaws to exclude trans-identifying men from membership eligibility, it is possible
that a state or local government could bring an enforcement action against the DAR under a public
accommodations law, but the DAR would have a strong First Amendment defense to such an action if it
determined that admitting trans-identifying men interferes with its expressive message and articulated
reasons why this is the case. Moreover, it is unlikely that the IRS or the District of Columbia would revoke
the DAR'’s non-profit status over such a bylaw change given the facts that there is likely no public policy
opposing exclusion of transgender-identifying men from female-only private genealogical organizations
and that any such attempted revocation would likely violate the DAR’s associational rights.®

T NSDAR Handbook — Chronological History of the NSDAR, Organization, Page 33

2 NSDAR Handbook - Mission Statement, Page 8

3 NSDAR Motto — National Bylaws Article XVII — Seal, Page 39

4 NSDAR Handbook - DAR Committees, Historic Preservation - American Heritage, American History Page 12
5 Genealogy Standards, 2nd Edition Revised, Chapter 3 - #38, 39, 43

6 DAR Genealogy Guidelines Part Two, Page 8, Page 31, Page 32; DNA & DAR Applications: (FAQs)

7 Board for Certification of Genealogists Ethics and Standards

8 The Center for American Liberty Legal Memorandum
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