
Amend Article III – Membership, SECTION 1. Eligibility, by striking out, “Any woman is eligible 
for” in the first sentence and adding “is open to any woman who:” after the word, Revolution in 
the first sentence, and a) "has the biological characteristics of female in the context of 
reproductive potential or capacity, such as sex chromosomes, and naturally occurring sex 
hormones" and inserts b) and c) to separate the rest of the requirements and striking out, 
“NSDAR and its chapters may not discriminate against an eligible applicant based on race, 
religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, or any other characteristic protected 
by applicable law." 
 
CURRENT: 
Section 1. Eligibility. Any woman is eligible for membership in the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution who is not less than eighteen years of age, and who is 
lineally descended from a man or woman who, with unfailing loyalty to the cause of American 
Independence, served as a sailor, or a soldier or civil officer in one of the several Colonies or 
States, or in the United Colonies or States or as a recognized patriot, or rendered material aid 
thereto. NSDAR and its chapters may not discriminate against an eligible applicant based on 
race, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, or any other characteristic 
protected by applicable law. 
 
PROPOSED: 
Section 1. Eligibility. Any woman is eligible for  Membership in the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution is open to any woman who: 

(a)    has the biological  characteristics of a female in the context of reproductive potential or 
capacity, such as sex chromosomes and naturally occurring sex hormones; 
(b)   is not less than 18 years of age; and 
(c)   is lineally descended from a man or woman who, with unfailing loyalty to the cause of 
American Independence, served as a sailor, or a soldier or civil officer in one of the several 
Colonies or States, or in the United Colonies or States or as a recognized patriot, or 
rendered material aid thereto. NSDAR and its chapters may not discriminate against an 
eligible applicant based on race, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, 
or any other characteristic protected by applicable law. 

 
 
BYLAW WOULD READ: 
Section 1. Eligibility. Membership in the National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution is open to any woman who: 

(a)   has the biological  characteristics of a female in the context of reproductive potential or 
capacity, such as sex chromosomes and naturally occurring sex hormones; 
(b)   is not less than 18 years of age; and 

     (c)   is lineally descended from a man or woman who, with unfailing loyalty to the cause of             
American Independence, served as a sailor, or a soldier or civil officer in one of the several 
Colonies or States, or in the United Colonies or States or as a recognized patriot, or rendered 
material aid thereto. 
 
RATIONALE: This clarifies the meaning of “woman” and standardizes the minimum 
requirements set by the National Society. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Amendment #2 
Amend Article III – Membership, SECTION 2. Admission, by adding, b) "DAR requires a copy of 
the state certified original birth certificate, and/or a DNA test." 
 
CURRENT: 
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either 
through a chapter or as a Member-at-Large.  

a) The applicant shall submit to the chapter all required documents, prepared in 
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and 
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted extension 
by the chapter.   

 
PROPOSED: 
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either 
through a chapter or as a Member-at-Large.  

a) The applicant shall submit to the chapter all required documents, prepared in 
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and 
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted extension 
by the chapter.   

 
b) DAR requires a copy of the state certified original, birth certificate that was issued at the 

time of birth of the applicant, and/or a DNA test. 
 
BYLAW WOULD READ: 
Section 2. Admission. Admission to membership in the National Society shall be either 
through a chapter or as a Member-at-Large.  

a) The applicant shall submit to the chapter all required documents, prepared in 
accordance with instructions established and distributed by the National Society, and 
accompanied by the prescribed fees and dues within one year, unless granted extension 
by the chapter.   

 
b) DAR requires a copy of the state certified, original birth certificate that was issued at the 

time of birth of the applicant, and/or a DNA test. 
 
  RATIONALE: Requiring a state certified original birth certificate or DNA test will provide 
evidence that the applicant is not adopted but is lineally descended from a patriot. The 
additional requirement will also provide proof that the applicant is a biological female per 
membership requirements established by NSDAR founders. Limiting membership to 
biological females and providing proof of lineage is in keeping with the long-established 
parameters of membership for this historic society. The proposed requirement also 
complies with accepted genealogy standards which require the use of primary sources.  
Birth certificates amended after birth are not deemed primary sources.   
 


