WHAT THIS VOTE ISN’T

DELEGATE: I speak in favor of this Resolution. It may sound as though we’re about to
vote on whether or not to allow men who identify as transgender into DAR.

That’s NOT what we’re voting on here. We need to be clear. We CANNOT vote on that
issue. That would require an amendment to the Bylaws. The Bylaws already clearly provide
that membership is limited to women. There is no provision that makes men of any kind
eligible for membership under any circumstance.

This resolution instructs the national officers to stop issuing statements that claim men are
eligible for membership, when there is no indication of that anywhere in the Bylaws.

This resolution instructs the national officers to stop attempting to redefine the word
“woman” to include certain men, when that was never incorporated anywhere in the Bylaws.

No one can suddenly decide to change the definition of the words in the Bylaws. Under the
rules of parliamentary law, not even Continental Congress by a unanimous vote can do that.
The definitions cannot be changed as an attempt to change the meaning of the Bylaws. The
actual Bylaw language would have to be changed.

For example, if the Bylaws said dues are $100, you can’t change the meaning of $100 to
now be $200. If you want to raise dues, you would have to amend the Bylaws.

This resolution sends the right message about following the rules and making decisions
properly.

I urge you to vote in favor of the Resolution.
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